H1N1 Swine Flu Information and Tool Kit for the Vending Industry:

With the coming flu season expected to be more severe than most, all NAMA members are encouraged to take steps now to prepare.
Are you ready to protect your staff, meet your customer needs and continue to operate your business when the H1N1 hits your area?  The federal government has several webs sites your company should review to help you prepare for the upcoming seasonal influenza threat.  
1. First, assign one staff member to prepare your business for the upcoming flu season by visiting the following government web site, and review an easy to use Tool-Kit with specific information.
http://www.cdc.gov/H1N1flu/business/toolkit/pdf/Business_Toolkit.pdf
This web site includes very specific tools, draft emails for customers and worksite posters you can print. Tools included are:
· Questions and Answers about CDC’s Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and Respond to the 2009-2010 Influenza Season

· Quick Reference for Business 2009 H1N1 Flu Planning and Response

· 1 Fact Sheet for Employers: 
Actions Steps to Keep Your Business and Employees Healthy

· 1 Fact Sheet for Employees: 
8 Ways You Can Stay Healthy at Work

· 1 Poster for Workplace Entrances to Remind Sick Employees to Go Home:
STOP! Do You Feel Sick?

· 3 Template E-mails (or Letters) for Businesses to Send to Employees: 
Flu Season is Starting, Get Ready Now! If You Are Not Feeling Well and Staying Healthy

· Text Messages for Businesses to Send to Employees

· Additional Communication Resources for Businesses to Share with Employees

· Additional Web Resources for Businesses to Use for Planning
2. Take steps now to prepare your employees and businesses by visiting:
www.flu.gov  
3. Practical steps could include:
a. cross training employees, 
b. allowing telecommuting, 
c. disinfecting more frequently, and 
d. encouraging or maybe paying for your employees flu vaccination.  
Examples of way’s you can help can be found at:
http://www.flu.gov/professional/business/smallbiz.html
4. Lastly, consider adding a “widget” or “button” to your company Web page or employee Web sites so employees can access the latest information on influenza: 
www.cdc.gov/widgets/ and www.cdc.gov/SocialMedia/Campaigns/H1N1/buttons.html
